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The Perry Family and Litton High School
As Told by Mary Louise Perry Grissom (’42)

This is a story about a unique Family.  The A. D. Perry family claims to have the most members of the one
family to have graduated from Isaac Litton High School.  Here is their story.

Mr. and Mrs. Perry had 7 children and 4 grandchildren, all of whom graduated from Litton.  Not only that,
they were very active in school affairs such as the Men’s Club, PTA, and Band Boosters while missing very
few sporting events.

Edwin was the first to graduate in 1935.  He was on the golf team.  After graduation, he served as a medic
in the army during World War II.  He spent 3 years in the jungles of New Guinea in the South Pacific.  Years
later, he retired from the Tennessee National Guard.

Evelyn Perry graduated in 1940.  She was in the National Honor Society while at Litton.  Many years later,
she retired from the Internal Revenue Service.

Mary Louise Perry played on the girls’ basketball team and was the editor of the Blast in her senior year,
which was 1942.

Justine Perry graduated in 1944.  She was the manager of the girls’ basketball team her senior year.  After
graduating, she became the secretary at Litton.  She faithfully served under principals J K Brown and
Marshall Foster.  She always had a very special place in her heart for our beloved school.

Bonnie Perry graduated in 1951.  She was quite a go-getter after graduation, having earned a PHD from the
University of Tennessee after having 5 children.

Kenneth (Bub) Perry graduated in 1952.  He served in the Navy and later worked for IBM until retirement.

Nancy graduated in 1954 and was the last sibling to graduate from Litton.  She went on to Tennessee Tech
and became a teacher.  She began teaching at Cumberland High School and moved to Hendersonville High
where she remained for over 30 years.

The next members of the Perry family to attend Litton were the grandchildren.

Linda Grissom (Mary Louise’s daughter) graduated in 1966.  She received a master’s degree from
Peabody and taught school in Nashville until she moved to Abilene, Texas.  She continued her teaching
career there until retirement.

Donna Perry (Edwin’s daughter) also graduated in 1966.  She has spent her career in real estate.

Paul Perry (Edwin’s son) graduated in 1967.  He attended Tennessee Tech following high school graduation.
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He has been very successful in business in Georgia where he remains today.

Finally, Sandra Grissom (also Mary Louise’s daughter) graduated in 1970.  She was a proud member of the
Marching 100+.  She attended MTSU after graduation and became an LPN until retirement.

We thank Mary Louise Perry Grissom for this story.  We tend to agree that the Perry family quite possibly
provided more Litton graduates than any other family.

  EDWIN                     EVELYN                     MARY LOUISE                JUSTINE                    BONNIE

    KENNETH                    NANCY             LINDA GRISSOM         DONNA                        PAUL             SANDRA GRISSOM
Can another Litton family top this record?

Alison Hiller Inducted Into SIU Athletic Hall of Fame

Alison Hiller is the daughter of 1958 Litton graduate Donna Yeaman Hiller and Richard Hiller
of Atlanta. Alison was inducted into Southern Illinois University Athletic Hall of Fame -
Women's golf 1998-2002.

Hiller was a three-time All-MVC selection who finished in the Top
10 at the MVC Tournament all four years. She qualified for the
U.S. Women's Golf Amateur Championship in 2000.  Two years
later, she became the first SIU golfer to qualify for the NCAA
Regionals since 1978. She won five tournaments during her
career and set the school record for career stroke average
(77.94). She stands sixth in career rounds in the 70s (55), sixth
in all-time low 18-hole score (69), and first in all-time low 54-hole
scores (215).

After graduation, she served as an assistant coach under Diane
Daugherty for the 2003-04 season.
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FACULTY FAVORITES
Creating the Litton “Brand”

What  was the genesis  of  Litton  becoming a  statewide brand?  How did  Litton  become so well-known from the
mountains in the east to the bluffs of  the Mississippi in the west?  For me, the creation of  the Litton brand was
attributed to 3 men.  More specifically, I’m talking about Coach Bob Cummings, Coach Bill Harris and Sammy Swor.
Since we have already discussed Mr. Swor in the previous edition of the Blast, we focus on Coach Cummings and
Coach Harris now.

I’ve asked others about Coach Bob Cummings and Coach Bill Harris, both of whom led the
Lions to greatness from 1947 through 1960.  Jerry Kemp (’53) described Bob Cummings as a
man who inspired his players to greater heights than the players thought possible.  Cummings
was low key, not a yeller or screamer.  He cared for his players.  He practiced his players
hard, but he didn’t motivate out of fear, humiliation or sarcasm.  He could visualize the end
result to his players so they could see the championship possibilities which lay before them.
Kemp  said  he  considered  Cummings  to  be  his  second  father.   The  lessons  taught  by
Cummings have stayed with Kemp throughout his life.  When Cummings’ charges defeated
top ranked Oak Ridge following the death of Kenneth Duke in 1952, sports writers and others
across the state took notice.  Incidentally, over 2,000 Litton fans travelled to Oak Ridge for
that game.  In the days before interstates, that’s a remarkable statistic.  Litton had made its
presence known.

            Coach Bob Cummings

Coach  Bill  Harris  followed  Coach  Cummings  in  1953.   Harris  came  to  Litton  from
Goodlettsville.   Don Filson (’61)  described Coach Harris in  almost  the same manner as
Kemp described Cummings.  Harris was a quiet motivator, one for whom his players would
run through a brick wall.  Filson told an interesting story of how he (Filson) came to enroll at
Litton.  Filson’s family lived in the zone for Goodlettsville High School.  Filson’s older brother
by 8  years had played football  for  Coach Harris  at  Goodlettsville.   When Coach Harris
moved to Litton, the older Filson talked his parents into moving to the Litton zone so that
Don could play for Coach Harris.  Now that’s respect and love for a coach!  Just like Kemp
said about Cummings, Filson said he considered Harris to be a second father.  In Coach
Harris’ last year (1960), he led the mighty Lions to its only unbeaten, untied regular season.
In that year, Litton was named by various wire services as state champs.  In the Clinic Bowl
game, the largest crowd ever to witness a high school football game in Tennessee showed
up…over 28,000.  Amazing!

        Coach Bill Harris

It  is  fascinating  to  know that  Cummings,  Harris,  and Swor  could  be  lumped together  with  essentially  the same
personality traits, the same leadership qualities, and the same passion to get the job done.  Apparently, each of them
was the quiet type who commanded respect without demanding respect.  They taught, encouraged, motivated, and
repeatedly drilled their charges during practices which ensured excellence on game nights.  Cummings took the Litton
brand statewide.  Harris continued the statewide brand through his stellar coaching career.  Then, Swor took the Litton
brand nationwide.

Think about it for a moment.  Without Cummings, Harris and Swor, Litton could have been just another old high school
long since closed down.  With them, Litton became what we all know it was: a powerhouse to be reckoned with not
only in Tennessee, but nationwide.  To be sure, there were many teachers who also contributed much to the greatness
that was Isaac Litton.  However, when we talk about statewide or national recognition and awards, the powerful Litton
brand so popular in its day was due largely to the efforts and accomplishments of these 3 awesome educators.  Much
of the pride and tradition that was Isaac Litton High School grew out of the accomplishments and achievements of
these 3 great men.  We were truly blessed. by Larry Collier (’69)
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Jill Hudson Green Posthumously Inducted Into Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame

For almost 35 years, Jill Hudson Green of Hendersonville worked tirelessly at the Tennessee
Association of Broadcasters to help protect the federal licenses of every radio and television station
in Tennessee.  She was posthumously inducted into the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame on
Saturday. Her husband, Donnie, and daughters Amanda and Kerry accepted the award.
Green was a second generation broadcaster who began her career in the 1960s at WKDA in
downtown Nashville where she learned all facets of the business from the front desk and as a traffic
coordinator.
In 1976 she moved to a position with the Tennessee Association of Broadcasters, where she would
work for the next thirty-five years.
She managed the association’s Public Education Program, which was TAB’s primary revenue
source, getting airtime across the state for charities such as the American Red Cross, the Kidney
Foundation, Operation Smile, Waterworks, National Guard and Coast Guard recruitment, according

to the association’s website. She also managed the association’s educational, scholarship and internship opportunities for university
students; tourist development and grass roots lobbying. She saw that training was provided for managers, news personnel,
advertising executives and engineers, in order to make stations more efficient and more valuable to their communities.
Jill was graduate of the class of 1963; She was Cheerleader all four years and Captain Senior Year; Student Council Vice President
Senior Year; Homecoming Court Senior Year; Civitan-Civanette all four years, among many other activities.  Memories of her are of
a constant smile, easy laughter, and loyal friendship. She died in 2011 at the age of 65.

Pat Tomlinson Morrice (Class of 1959) With Guest Speaker Kevin Costner
I wish I could say Kevin Costner and I are “personal friends”, but not so!  I am a charter member of New Friends, New Life, a non-
profit that began approximately 19 years ago.  It started out helping sexually exploited women and their children.    Kevin Costner
was the keynote speaker at the New Friends New Life 12th Annual Wings Luncheon, with co-chair former First Lady Laura Bush.
The annual luncheon, whose past speakers include Sally Field, Nichols Sparks and Barbara P. Bush, raises money to support
victims of sex trafficking and commercial exploitation.  It’s going to be difficult to top this year’s speaker, especially with his easy-
going manner and interest in what NFNL is all about.

Kevin commented:  "I didn't think this was going to be this big; this was supposed to be a
little thing and I was going to talk to the guys from the NFL."   Costner then turned his
attention to the short film that opened the luncheon, which said New Friends New Life
estimates that there are an estimated 400 teens are on the streets each night in
Dallas….and this is happening all across America.

"These numbers are bothering people, the numbers bother me," he said. "And I can tell they
bother the room...so we're kind of in this together. I have three daughters and I have told my
children every day since the day they were born that they are special. But I never fail to end
that sentence with 'that does not make you better than anybody.'  "My daughters know what
a man's hands feel like that love them, and some of these women have not been told they
were special and had hands on them that love them so that they know the difference."

Pat Tomlinson Morrice & Kevin Costner

He started a band a few years ago, Kevin Costner & Modern West, and was playing at a few places in Texas and Oklahoma.  If
you’re a fan of his, check out his web site for a location near you. http://kevincostner.com/home.html
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From Our President
Carol Draper Bourque
Isaac Litton Alumni Association
Dear Fellow Alumni,

Welcome to our Second Edition of the New Blast!  I am honored to serve as President of the
Isaac Litton Alumni Association this coming term.  Over the past 4 years, I have had the
privilege to work and serve with some of the most amazing people, and hear their stories
about what made Litton great long before I ever got there.  It reminded me that we all share
the common legacy of our great school, and so this is something we can all embrace
together.

We have many wonderful events planned for the fall.  Please look over this edition of the
Blast and see how you can participate by continuing to pass along this rich heritage to the
next generation of children.  We have much to offer and I look forward to working with each of
you in the coming months.

Carol Bourque
President, Isaac Litton Alumni Association

News From Litton Middle School

Congratulations to Principal Tracy Bruno for being selected as Nashville’s Middle
School Principal of the Year.  Mr. Bruno, pictured here with school board member Jill
Speering, was assigned to Litton beginning with the 2011-12 school year.  During
that time, Litton has grown from an enrollment of 320 students to a projected
enrollment next year approaching 500 students.  Many improvements have been
made during his tenure.  The band program has grown in popularity to the point that
an additional band director will be assigned to the school next year.  In fact, four
students from Litton were recently named to the all-district band ensemble.

Mr. Bruno oversaw the complete renovation and expansion of the school building.
He has high expectations for all his students, which has won him the respect and
admiration of his faculty and staff.  He has built a strong and active parent support
group.  He involves the community and Litton alumni.

In short, Mr. Bruno has made Litton Middle School a shining star, not only in the
Stratford Cluster, but in the entire school district.  Congratulations Mr. Bruno.  It is
obvious that your accomplishments have been recognized throughout the district by
your peers.

It should also be noted that Patti Yon, principal at Dan Mills, was selected as the elementary principal of the year for
MNPS.  This recognition, along with Mr. Bruno’s selection as middle school principal of the year, speaks highly of the
leadership and accomplishments of these two administrators from our former schools.  We send our congratulations
to Ms. Yon.
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BREAKING NEWS!
WE ARE SORRY TO LEARN OF
MR. BRUNO'S DEPARTURE

(Mr Bruno's Resignation letter)

All,

I wanted to let you know that I am leaving Litton. I have taken a principal position in Kentucky close to home.
My father-in-law has MS and his condition has worsened over the last several months.  We have decided, as a
family, it is time to move closer to home. We want our boys to spend as much time with their grandfather as possible
before he becomes too incapacitated to interact with them.  I love all of you and I love this school.

This is by far the hardest decision that I have made professionally and personally in my life. I want all you to
continue to work together to make Litton the best middle school in Nashville. If it weren’t for you entrusting your
children to me, we would never have made the progress we have seen over the last six years.  I value and treasure
all of the time we have spent together and I truly appreciate your selflessness and dedication to the children of this
community.

I have recommended that Mrs. Rand take over as principal of the school after my departure and I believe that will
become a reality.  I will continue to check in with you and I will visit whenever I get a chance.

Thank you, Tracy Bruno

Corley Named Pastor at Madison Church of Christ
Rusty Corley (class of ’71) was named senior pastor at Madison Church of Christ
beginning in January of this year.  Russ, as he is known now, grew up in the
church.  Those of us that knew him in high school could sense that he was a
special individual who was bound for great achievements. He exhibited a mature
presence beyond his years, and seemed always to be well grounded in what was
really important in life.

After graduating from Litton, Russ received his bachelor’s degree from Lipscomb.
He then received his MA and PhD from Ohio State University.

Russ also serves as Executive Director of Encouragement Ministries (since
1990).  He is married to Jackie Corley.  He has 3 children: Barbara, Joel and
Jonathan.  He also has a step daughter Renee and her husband Jerry.  Russ is
blessed with 3 grandchildren.

Russ' parents were also graduates of Isaac Litton High School.  His father Joe
Corley graduated in 1946 and his mother Pat McIlvain graduated in 1947.   Jackie and Russ Corley
This is just another example of Litton graduates continuing to make their mark
 in our community and society.

Congratulations, Russ.
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SALLY RIPPEY MATTHEWS NOMINATED FOR FRIST HUMANITARIAN AWARD

Earlier this year, in March, Sally Rippey Matthews, ILHS Class of 1958, was chosen as a
nominee for the prestigious Frist Humanitarian Award.  She serves as a Volunteer worker at
Skyline Medical Center on Dickerson Pike in Nashville, TN.  Julie Davis, the director of
Volunteer Services at Skyline Medical center, congratulated all nominees for the huge honor
their nomination had bestowed on their department.  Each nominee was selected not by just
their fellow departmental workers but the entire hospital staff.  They were selected in
recognition of the outstanding service they had given to others. Although Sally did not win
the award, the honor of having been selected will be with her always.  Congratulations, Sally.

TEACHER TRIBUTE
Mary Virginia King Gee

Academically, there were other teachers like
Mary Virginia King Gee but she did so much
more.  She  began at  Litton  when it opened
in 1930, got special permission to stay on in
1937 when  she  married (old rules banned
any but single women from the profession)
and she retired 27 years later in 1957.

Mrs Gee's  English and Latin classes
weren't  her  only Litton contributions.  She
also sponsored forensics; the school paper,
The Blast, from its  inception; and the
yearbook for 14 years.

In 2005, at age 99,  she  presented her annual poetry salute to the school at an annual dinner of
former students.  On February 4, 2007 at the age of 101 our Mrs Gee passed away at her home
in Sumner County..

She was born July 3, 1905 in Rutherford County to Thomas Moore King and Delle Vaughan
King. She attended school in Murfreesboro and graduated as an honor student from Central
High School in 1923. Mrs. Gee received a B.A. degree cum laude from Vanderbilt University in
1927, where she was a member of Tri Delta Sorority. Later she received an M.A. degree from
Peabody College. She taught in the Davidson County School System for 30 years, serving as
Chairman of the English Department at Isaac Litton High School for 27 years.

In 1937 she married S. Harvey Gee, Jr.  After retiring in 1957, Mrs. Gee served two terms as
President of the Metro-Retired Teachers Association. She was instrumental in getting legislation
passed in both the Metro Council and the State Legislature whereby the Retired Teachers were
greatly benefited. Also, she did private tutoring and substituted at Montgomery Bell Academy.
As a member of the Madison Circle of The King's Daughters, she helped to found The King's
Daughters Day Home, a day care center in Madison. Mrs. Gee was treasurer of the day home
for more than 20 years. For 20 years she served as Communion Steward at Belmont United
Methodist Church to which she belonged. Mrs. Gee was a member of the Woman's Club of
Nashville, the Ladies Hermitage Association, the United Methodist Women and the United
Daughters of the Confederacy.

She moved to Gallatin in 1988 and transferred her church membership to the Gallatin First
United Methodist Church. Mrs. Gee became active in the Clark Chapter of the U.D.C's there
which is concerned with the restoration of Trousdale Place, the home of former Governor
William Trousdale. She was preceded in death by her husband, S. Harvey Gee, Jr. in November
1991.

She is buried in the Spring Hill Cemetery on Gallatin Road near where Isaac Litton High School
stood.

THANK YOU

Mrs Mary Barrett Boyd, ILHS Class of 1933, and 100 years old, attended the Annual All Alumni Luncheon and
was one of the youngest (at heart) in attendance.  Carol Draper Bourque, ILAA President, presented her with a
beautiful bouquet of roses.  The following is a note we received from her.

"The roses were a great surprise and I am still enjoying the beautiful bouquet.  I enjoyed the luncheon so
much!  Thank You!  Mary B. Boyd, Class of 1933.

Page 9



Board Officers and Members Effective July 1, 2015
Isaac Litton Alumni Association

Member Class Year Title

The Isaac Litton Alumni Association (ILAA) was

 formed in 2001 and officially incorporated in April,

 2005 as a 501(c)(3) charitable corporation.

The purposes of ILAA as stated in the bylaws are:

•To perpetuate the heritage and traditions of

     Isaac Litton High School.

•To select and support those projects that would

     accomplish the purposes as outlined in the bylaws,

     as determined by the Board of Directors.

•To conduct such events or programs as may in the

     discretion of the Board of Directors from time to

     time be designed to generate revenues for said

     projects.

•To conduct such other business as is legal within the

     State of Tennessee.

Carol Draper Bourque 1968 President

Phil Watts 1968 President Elect

Jimmy Clift 1964 Past President

Hal Gibbs 1971 Secretary

Melinda Hoffman 1970 Treasurer

Kaaren Frazier Andrews 1959

Jack Benz 1951

David Brawner 1968

Emily Burrow 1961

Jim Caldwell 1956

Kay Rayner Cunningham 1964

Howard (Skip) Dean 1968

Harvey Fischer 1970

Joyce Wray Fogarty 1949

Charles Kimbrough 1957

Shirley Johnston Parrish 1959

Mary Irwin Ridings 1959

Donna Summers Smith 1970

Jane Hagewood Steinhauer 1949

Thomas Trebing 1959

Ted Wynne 1954

GYM RESERVATION CALENDAR IS NOW ON OUR WEBSITE
In a co-ordinated effort between Ted Wynne and Jerry Newman a calendar of scheduled events taking place in the

gym will be posted on our website under the tab RESERVING GYM.  This information will give alumni, as well as
Middle School, BIM and Inglewood Homeowners Association, a place to check to see what we have planned

Follow this link to see the Calendar   http://isaaclittonhighschool.com/?page_id=15

The BLAST needs your stories, photos, and planned events to maintain our publication.
Please help us by contributing information to one of the following staff members.

Jerry Newman jerrynewman58@gmail.com - Larry Collier Larry.Collier@mnps.org
Carol Draper Bourque carol@xk3.com

    Isaac Litton High School   by Phil Ponder
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